ABSTRACT. A method free of interstellar reddening of comparing the energy distribution*in the far-UV of Be/Shell stars to those of normal B stars is presented. The deviations of Be/Shell stars from the se quences of normal stars are correlated with other physical parameters observed in these stars. The largest UV color differences to the se quences of normal stars are found for those Be/Shell stars having the largest IR color excesses.
I. INTRODUCTION
A big problem to be solved in analysing the energy distribution of Be/Shell stars in any wavelength is the separation of the effects due to the ISM and the circumstellar envelope. In the far-UV, this is illustrated by the disagreement between the results obtained by Briot (1978) and Beeckmans and Hubert-Delplace (1980) using different me thods of interstellar dereddening.
When the UV fluxes of Be/Shell stars are compared to those of normal B stars, they have to be normalized to a similar photospheric flux. However as probably no spectral region in Be/Shell stars is pro duced only by a photosphere, it does not seem possible to determine if a flux excess or deficiency exists as compared to normal B stars. We are then limited to only compare slopes of flux distributions or colors.
Due to the irregular variations of the radiation of Be/shell stars it is necessary to define colors only from simultaneously ob served fluxes. With this in mind, the method proposed here avoids : a) the determination of the ISM extinction and b) the scatter due to the non-simultaneity of the observations in the different wavelength ranges.
II. THE METHOD
We have defined a color index which is independent of a mean ISM extinction and strongly sensitive to colour differences due to the spectral type in the UV spectral range covered by the low resolution S2/68 observations made with the TD-1 satellite (Jamar et fig. 1 ).The UV observations are taken from Beeckmans (1976) .This UV color change has been noticed in Beeckmans and Hubert-Delplace (1980). Very blue colours, like those of some well developed shell stars (e.g. 48 Lib) might be explained by a strong circumstellar absorption with a A 3 -like law. But this is not the case for XOph for which an explanation might be given assuming a different interstellar law. In any case,we can note that as the number of stars with AG<0 is rather low, it is possible to think that the time the stars spend during such events (when they have them) must generally be short.
We have studied the UV color index G of Be/Shell stars according to their IR color exceses using Allen ( The differences AG were also compared to the strength of emission lines using the photometric index in the Balmer lines observed during February 1972 (quasi-simultaneously with the UV observations) by Feinstein (1974) . A general tendency was found of high values of AG corresponding to strong line emission. However a complete lack of cor relation is seen between AG and vsini, indicating that there is little probability of detecting some rotational darkening in the far-UV.
It appears that with the very simple method described here, it is possible to clearly relate the UV colors of Be/Shell stars to their physical properties in other wavelength ranges.
